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Jackson, it might have been supposed that his friends would have little or no trouble in that State after his nomination. Such, however, was not the fact. Col. John Williams had been a Senator from our State in Congress for eight years, and as his term of service expired on the 3d of March, 1823, the Legislature which met in October of that year had to elect a new Senator. Colonel Williams was a candidate for re-election; but being a personal and political enemy of General Jackson, it was determined, if possible, to defeat him, unless he would pledge himself to the support of the General for the presidency. This he refused to do, having already engaged to support Mr. Crawford. The General's friends had no alternative left them but to beat him, and this was no easy task. East Tennessee claimed the Senator, and the Colonel was a great favorite with the people of that end of the State. Besides, with the view of strengthening himself in other sections, soon after the elections in August were over, he mounted his horse and rode through the whole State, calling on the members-elect of the Legislature and obtaining promises from most of them to vote for him. They should not have thus committed themselves; but having done so, the greater part of them were disposed to redeem their pledges, though admitting they had clone wrong. The most devoted and zealous of the General's friends were determined, however, to leave no stone unturned to defeat Williams' election. Several persons were spoken of as opposing candidates, but none of them could obtain, as was ascertained, the requisite number of votes. The General's old friend, Johnny Rhea, could come nearest, but he lacked three votes. This was a very unpleasant state of things. To elect a bitter, personal enemy of General Jackson, and one who was known to be in favor of Mr, Crawford for the presidency, would have a most injurious effect, it was believed, upon his prospects. Notwithstanding he had been nominated by the Legislature some fifteen
